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St. Mary’s Church, Kincasslagh

Day time | Masses this week

Sun 3 10 Kathleen Stewart, Keadue

Mon 4 10

Tues 5 10

Wed 6

Thur 7 10

Fri 8 7 Neilly McGonagle, owey &
Cruit

Sun 10 10 Kitty McGonagle, Lochan
Dubh

St. Columba'’s Church, Burtonport

Raphoe Justice and Peace and Integrity of
Creation Group

The Lenten Trocaire Campaign 2024 focuses on
Malita, a mother from Malawi and her family’s daily
struggle with the extremes of too much and too little
water. The family face both flash flooding and long
spells of dry weather which has devastating effects
on their crops , food supplies and livelihood. Malita
and her children walk for hours to get water from
the nearest well.

Practical suggestions as to how we can be in
solidarity with the people of Malawi during this Lent

Day time | Masses this week

Sat 2 6.30 James McGonagle,
Kinballycrowie, months Mind

Sun 3 11.30 | Maureen, Séan & Eimear
Kelly, Clifden

Mon 4 10

Tues 5 10

Wed 6

Thur 7 10 Calum David Murrin

Fri 8 10

Sat 9 6.30 James Michael & Mary
Kate O’Donnell, Acres

Sun 10 11.30 | Claire McCole, Burtonport
& Confirmation Enrolment
Sunday

. Mindful of conserving water

Collect rain water in water barrels to use in garden

Buy local food in season if possible

Food waste - only buy what you need

Compost vegetables , teabags, eggshells etc and use in

the garden

Consider planting and growing some herbs/

vegetables/ fruit : start on a small scale growing in pots

at first

. Plant a fruit tree- apples are a very versatile fruit and
quite easy to grow

. Enjoy the therapeutic and health giving benefits of
working with soil

. Donate to TROCAIRE.org. who help and support and
work with people like Malita in Malawi and all over the
world

10. Pray for our brothers and sisters who are struggling

with the effects of poverty and climate change
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Anniversaries

John Neil John Gallagher

Fr. Jim Tormey, Dublin & Peru

Recent

Denis Carbery, brother in law of Ann Marie Carbery

who died on Monday.

Keadue Rovers Bingo Results 23/2/2024
Winners of the €100 house jackpots were Agnes

Carlin, Burtonport & Edward O'Donnell, Dungloe/Tina
Sweeney, Meenmore (Shared) and Kevin & Mamie Gillespie,

Mullaghduff won €160. No winner of the two
Snowballs. Snowballs now stand at €8,000 and
€1,200 (on 49 numbers) Friday 1/3/2024. The next
50/50 draw also takes place Friday 1/3/2024.
Recent Match Results: Reserves:

Strand Rovers 1-4 Keadue Rovers Reserves

Oran Fallon (2) & Daire Gallagher (2)

Cursillo

Lenten Retreat in Ards Friary Fri 22rdto Sun 24t of
March. This retreat is for members of Cursillo and
runs from 7pm on Friday to after lunch on Sunday.
The liturgies will be led by Fr Laurence Kettle,
Spiritual Director. To book a place please contact
Pat Slattery on 087 9374001. Cost: €160.

Statement of Irish Bishops on family & Care Referendums
Upon his arrival in Ireland for the World Meeting of Families on
25 August 2018, Pope Francis met at Dublin Castle with
representatives of civil, cultural and religious life, including the
Taoiseach and members of the Government. Pope Francis said
he was visiting Ireland to help families “reaffirm their
commitment to loving fidelity, mutual assistance and reverence
for God’s gift of life in all its forms, but also to testify to the
unique role played by the family in the education of its
members, and the development of sound and flourishing social
fabric’. He added, “Families are the glue of society, their
welfare cannot be taken for granted, but must be promoted and
protected by every appropriate means”.

In this context, we wish to comment on the two important
referendums on family and care which are taking place on 8
March 2024.

The Family Amendment — 39th Amendment (amending
Article 41)

The Family, based on the exclusive, life-long and life-giving
public commitment of Marriage, is the foundational cell of
society and essential to the common good. This reality of the
Family corresponds to the unchanging plan of God for humanity
and the importance of the Family continues to be acknowledged
by people of good will, whether they be persons of faith or not.
The family is acknowledged as the place where generosity,
tenderness, forgiveness, stability, care, love and truth can best
be taught and learned by children. We recognise, of course,
that there are families in all our communities which are not
founded on marriage. They form part of the reality of family life,
which Pope Francis described as “a challenging mosaic made

up of many different realities, with all their joys, hopes and
problems”.

We believe, however, that the commitment of marriage
contributes to the common good in a unique way, by bringing
stability to the family and to society, and that it consequently
deserves the protection of the State, which is currently
guaranteed in the Constitution of Ireland. The Constitution
rightly qualifies the Family as a “moral institution” and one that
enjoys “inalienable and imprescriptible rights, antecedent and
superior to all positive law”. We are concerned that the
proposed Family amendment to the Constitution diminishes the
unique importance of the relationship between marriage and
family in the eyes of Society and State and is likely to lead to a
weakening of the incentive for young people to marry.

While ‘Marriage’ entails a public and legal commitment, the term
‘durable relationship’ is shrouded in legal uncertainty and is
open to wide interpretation. It does not make sense that such
an ambiguous reality would be considered ‘antecedent and
superior to all positive law’ and acquire the same ‘inalienable
and imprescriptible’ rights as those ascribed to the ‘family
founded on marriage’. Various commentators have suggested
that the term ‘durable relationship’ risks leading to unforeseen
and unintended consequences.

The Care Amendment — 40th Amendment (deleting Article
41.2 and inserting a New Article 42B)

In an age when people, and especially women, often emphasise
the desirability of balancing work and domestic commitments, it
is noteworthy that the Constitution already recognises and
seeks to facilitate the choice of mothers who wish especially to
care for the needs of the family and the home. Contrary to
some recent commentary, the present constitutional provision
emphatically does not state that “a woman'’s place is in the
home”. Neither does it excuse men of their duties to the home
and family.

It is reasonable to ask what benefit is it to Irish society to delete
the terms ‘woman’ and ‘mother’ from the Constitution of
Ireland? People generally recognise the enormous commitment
that women in Ireland have given, and continue to give, in
relation to care, love and affection in the home. Pope Francis
has said “Families and homes go together”’(AL44). We
therefore have similar concerns about the removal of the term
‘home’ from this article.

In contemporary society there now exists a welcome co-
responsibility between women and men for every aspect of
domestic life, including the provision of care in the home. We
believe that, rather than removing the present
acknowledgement of the role of women and the place of the
home, it would be preferable and consistent with contemporary
social values that the State would recognise the provision of
care by women and men alike. Care, both inside and outside
the home, is at the core of compassion. Without such care in
the family, the common good of society cannot be

achieved. The State has to date failed to financially
acknowledge the role of women in the home; once again there
is no indication that there will be provision for the adequate
financial remuneration of carers. The proposed term ‘strive to
support’ appears to weaken the State’s constitutional
responsibility to materially and legislatively support such

care. Indeed, the proposed new Article 42B does not actually
confer any enforceable rights for carers or for those being cared
for.

It is right to recognise that care within the family and the wider
community takes many forms and is provided by a wide variety
of people. In the words of Pope Francis speaking at the
Festival of Families in Croke Park on 25 August 2018 “in any

family celebration, everyone’s presence is felt: fathers, mothers,
grandparents, grandchildren, uncles and aunts, cousins, those
who cannot come and those who live too far away’.

The proposed amendment would have the effect of abolishing
all reference to motherhood in the Constitution and leave
unacknowledged the particular and incalculable societal
contribution that mothers in the home have made and continue
to make in Ireland. The present constitutional wording does not
in any way inhibit women from working or taking their proper
place in social and public life. It does, however, respect the
complementary and distinct qualities that arise naturally within
the Family. The role of mothers should continue to be
cherished in our Constitution.

The importance of voting

Pope Saint John Paul Il said in Ireland back in 1979: “The family
is the true measure of the greatness of a nation”. In a
democracy that guarantees the freedom to vote, it is important
that citizens cast their ballot on 8 March with matters of such
importance at stake. As pastors, concerned for the common
good as well as the moral and spiritual well-being of God’s
people, we offer these reflections in order to help inform the
consciences of Christians and others who are concerned to
preserve and foster the dignity and value of family life and
motherhood.

Graveyard Blessing

The Blessings will take place on the first weekend
of August. Blessing of Kincasslagh Church
graveyard will take place after Saturday evening
Mass on 3 August @6.30 p.m.

Blessing of Cruit Graveyard will take place after
11.30 Mass in Acres on Sunday 4t August.
Blessing of Belcruit will take place at 5pm on
Sunday 4t August.

CHINA TEA PARTY Sunday March 34 @ 3 pm
This is always a great social event & a enjoyable
Sunday afternoon & always well supported. Contact
Carol Alcorn 087-2786274.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY

The annual St. Patrick's day celebrations takes
place in St Columba's community centre on Sunday
the 17th March between 12-2pm. With all the usual
activities and entertainment. Proceeds divided
between the RNLI, Burtonport Festival and St.
Columba's community centre.

Regarding the upcoming synodal discussions
due to take place next week, there has been a late
development regarding Ards Friary on Wednesday
6th March 2024. This date has to be changed

to Wednesday 13th March 2024 from 7pm to 9pm

LIGHT THE FIRE 2024 — The Franciscan Sisters of the
Renewal invite you to join us in Slane, Co. Meath on St.
Patrick’s Day. 5:00 p.m. Vespers on the Hill of Slane and
Rosary procession to the Church, 6:00 p.m. Mass in St.
Patrick’s Church followed by Eucharistic Adoration.

Event details: www.franciscansisterscfr.com/st-anthony or 041

983 0441.
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